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P$4auM Lxxviii. 5, 6. 

W. g.--- Fe eftabliſhed a T eſtimony in 
Facob, and appointed a Law in Iſrael , 
which he commanded our Forefathers, 
| That they Jhould make them known 
oe, - gs Children. 

hat the Generations to come might 

(el-Bll Them, even the Children which 

:  Jhould be bern,. who ſhould ariſe. and 
[Archers 1 to their Chil hildren. wage 


HE Tile of Benefator does 
principally belong tochoſe 'who- 
- are-alt- he uſeful; and likes 


wiſe -blige Poſterity. 
A 3 Such 


- 
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Such a one was King David, who 
Serv'd his own Generation very Faithful- 
ly; and having finiſh'd his Courle, de- 
livered his Lamp to the ſucceeding Age. 
Of this, as many are convinced, as either 
read the Hiſtory of his Life, or peruſe 
his Pſalms with Application of Mind. 

| And it was his care, amongſt his 
other Pious Deſigns , to continue the 
Memory- 'of God's Wonderful Works 
from Age .to Ape'; tothe end: that the 
Conſideration of' his Power and Good- 
nels might effeftually move . them.,, to 
obey. his Laws... - Of ſuch, Remem- 
brances they ſtood in eat.need, being 
apt: no. longer to think-, upon, the Mi- 
racles of Divine Mercy, than whilſt they 
2 = HAART 

© Wherefare . God" himleft” preſcybed 
this way of teaching *Kis' Stanites , 
and rehearling the; Hiſtory j of 17 his 
Mighty Ads, (and eſpecially hoſt at 
Horeh ). to ' their vor: "S ang, their ans 
Os. N329;io9 92iido glivs 
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And 
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En = 
''- And that the Iſraelites might oc FD 
| err, in. the repetition , he caus'd thoſe 
Statures and. . Wonders to be written 
| down; not leaving them to the un- 
| certainty, . of Oral Tradition, ' which 
| ſometimes either paſſech by things of 
moment , or delivers: them down ve- 
r1yimperte@tly ; and too often brings 
it. to, paſs, thar the Legends of one 
Age, become Hiſtory, in thoſe that 
follow. 


God eftabliſh'd a Teſtimony, in, Jacob., and 

appointed a Law in Iſrael , which he com- 

| manded our Fore-fathers , That .they ſhould 
| make them known to their children, | 
. That be, Generations £0 £ome might kuow 
them, 'even the children, which ſhould, he 
orn, , who fhould ariſe . and, declare them to 
their children. | N08 * I Fr 


- The 4rgument: of, Doing Grod:to Po: 
| »,paing ſer forth in thele words, 


| not: by any . General. Precept ,. but, only 
by the eſpecial Inſtayce 0! Propagating 
| nc 
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the Knowledge of his Law; 1 ſhall 
uſe them rather as the Occaſt on, than 
che > Hom of this Propofi tion, 


© That 4 Good Man, according te 
< his Talent and 'Circunſtatice , 
© does -endeavonr in ſuch mani 
© ner to Do good m bis tirt\s, that 
© the - next Age alſo may probs: 
' © bly reap the benefit of it, 


Concerning this kind of Chaig a 1 
Pargols: bo conſider, ; 


441 Bivt fit nd athinge; is pit # i 
qo yy os 
2\ t, fr flundine its ities the e 
ds «to! eral 1 Apa of Gin A 
+ $:-Whenee"it 'romes "to ha} thitk « «thin 
1s We. Common a failure m fo aid '4 
Daty. 
}. 1 WA4 pains, +he"B8%05/e 
wnly Ye mice” rhthre (tt Bay, ak 
bit ahtbng* 7h be” s}t 
#4 -kf$t-ralt eanſe* w Beſs hy by 


for 
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fo the abange & derived to them from- this 
Generation, 


1. Now, Firſt of all, the doin of Good 
to'Poſterity, may appear fir anditeafony- 
ble Practice; 

1. From a common Rule of 'Good 
andEvil. 

2. 'From the Obligation which ranis 
under, to imitate God, 

3. From:the Gratitude we'owe-to 5 
mer Ages, 


x. This is a (mmm Rale cohcemni 
Govd, "not only £ it is kr done, . 
that we-are todo whar, Aponthe whole mute 
> « tho reateſt yood Which we are 0x- 

«doing in our Sphere. and 'Con- 
wg po Kod is vaſe as well 
by the Puration 'of Brndfies, .ab by Heir 
FHapnitnlle and Number; ſo that if 'the 
Good be equal in other re} s, he:!thac 
does the Charity that'lafts 6ur  dvy,! does 
wal; "brit he thite'does hb Good thavlbfts 
ſanepeors, does ſtill better, — 

B 
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of good will, gives a cup of coldivater to a 
thirſty man, performs a Charitable Of. 
ſice ; but that Perſon is, by much, the 

reater Benefa&tor, who opens a Fountain 
which from time to time may give Te- 
freſhment to Man and Beall. Where- 
fore by the Reaſons and Proportions of 
Good, a man 1s requir'd, according to his 
ability, to look beyond the term of. his 
own few and uncertain days, known on; 
ly to God: how few they are. 

He is, 

2. Required to benefit Poſterity, that 
he may be a Follower of God in true Re- 
lgion,which is the imitation of Him whom 
we worſhip: And by doing. Charities 
which may laſt, we are made, in ſome 
meaſure- like to Him ; for all Gene- 
rations partake of the Goodneſs: of God. 

He fo framed the Material World at 
the beginning, that by. the ſame Order of 
Nature ( the ſame forthe main) it might. 
in its ſeveral Ages convenjently ſubfiſt ;, 
and. the ſame Su that ſhone an Adam, ens, 


lightens us. | of 
| God' 


pr I 
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God permitted men in the firſt Age of 
the. World, to live very many Years, that 
by their Experience (-eſpecially 'in the 
Courſes of -the Stars , which- required 
length of time for obſeryation the 
towing Ages might receive uſeful- Inſtru- 
Etion;. uſeful, not only in ſecular Aﬀairs, 
but in Religion; the Heavens, the more 
they are-under ſtood, declaring the more the Glogs 
ry of God. . 

He ordained the Sabbath, the Paſſover, 
the. Sacrament of the Lords Supper, not 
merely for the men of any one Age, but 
as Memorials of the Creation, of the Delive- 
rance out of Fgypt , of the meritorious 
Paſſion of our Redeemer, for many Ge- 
Berations, '- 21:.:it 7. FYP 6 «/QL 

: Herſent his Bleſſed Sor 6nce-to' offer a 
Sactifice, whoſe Virtue migtit be com- 
municared to all true Chriſtians, as long 
as.there- ſhould be Church on Earth, ' 
.: He:cauſed Holy Scriptures to be written 
for thegoodof all following times; atid 
the things. which were written of- ol, 
were written for.our Admonition, upon 
(1912 Ga [ 
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whom: the ends of- the world: are come. 

For inſtance ; we are commanded :to/Re- 

member thewife of Lot, who, ſo many Years 

ago , (looking: back towards: Sodom-) was 

"Gen. 19. 25, turn'd-into-a,Pllar of Salt and Sulphur *, 
$Luke 17.42, being pumſh;d-in-the ſame extraordinary, 
Deur. 29. 23- way With: thoſe, unclean-Sinners wha; 16+ 
maiged-in it.. - +> 

12> There is. not afitter. expreſſion-ok 

our gratitude to former Ages, than _— 
endeavour: to procure advantage to thoſe 

who come-aftexus,; as wehave: received 

banefic, by. thale: who: went: befbre: us:;;: 
borrowing Light from: their+ Light, and: 

living upen: the- Effects. of their Bonevo- 

lenge. 1+ nothing. hadboen: dons forus, 

in how miſcrable an Eſtate ſhould we 
haye'\come- into the-Wotll;, and-lived in 

it2 Much more miſerably: than; Azam, 

who) in: the ſtate of Innocence , enjoy'd 

the Earth, withowethe-Curle: which: Diſc 
obedience; broughe upon. ite. ' IE all Arts, 

and Sciences, and Buildings, and other 

fach Helps and; Conveniences of Kiwmane 

Life, were to be-inventediand: begun wich 

mk 2 T8 every 
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every Age, howrude, how mean wauld; 
che: condicion ob ic be 2 How, heavily, 


would ir: be preſſed with the: burden of 
Neceſlity, > Haw much more painful, and! 
haborious. would: this render the Pilgri- 
mage:of man, which as it is, withall its 
advantages, has (bl its: ſuſhcient ſhare of 
trouble 2: Incwhar darkneſs had we (ate; in 
referenceito:the means of our Redempris 
on, if it. had: notpleaſed the God of:Wil- 
dom, through the hands: oh the Chriſtians 
of former Centuries, tor. deliver; dawn'ta 
us the:Holy Bible? + 1 3 
- It does.therefore: well become: us: to- 
have a ſenſe of the Favours: of: thoſe-who- 
died! before-our- tiqmes, but; ſtill: live in 
their/benefits ; andgratefully to celebrate 
theirjuſt Praiſe, and to havera. perpetual 
inclination, when. we have-nat flirther 
power, to, 29, and tado likewiſe: 

But as fit and juſtas this Prafireis, there 
ſeems. to be ©: | 
,\ . 2 Too general diſuſe of it.. Some: are 


careful even to. Anxiety, but:they ſhow 


that the .ſolicitude is for-thrir ſelves, by 


cir 


> 
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their backwardneſs in diſpoling of any 
thing, fo rauchasby a WIL L. . Some 
let Receits and Inventions:dye with them, 
by which great: numbers in fucceeding 
Ages might have been profired. Some 
are not provident for their ſelves, and there= 
fore nor likely to take due care for Poſte- 
rity. They will not put a one into a de 
caying Building, or drop an acorn into the 
Ground for the ſake of thole. that ſhall 


follow them ; much leſs have they a zeal 


for theſupportiag of Gods Church in dif- 


ficult times, or the planting of 'tme Reli- 
gion inplacesthat want che bleſling of'ir : 
Infomuch that when they give up their 
wretched lives (as give them up they 
muſt,-.-vhat averfwn {dever they have to 
ic.) they appearasa Place {urrendred af- 
ter along and-tedions Siege, where little 
r: mains, beſides dead Corples, Rubbiſh, 
and Ruins. 126 th | 

And this puts me in mind of {till a wor- 


fer fort-of. men, \who by their inbumanity, 


make 4{uth. .deſolations in their times, as 
late Poſterity can ſcarce repair, Their 
Ta- 
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Talent-les nor in promoting* Truth, and 
Holy Worſhipz' but: in-totcing/'Error andl 
Id6latry ; not in Building and Planting, 
but in plucking up and deitroying.. They 
-areamitators: of | Hpollyon the God-of this 
World, whoſe Delight is Miſchict; whote 
Triumphs are Barbarities. Fire and: Sword 
are the Inſtruments of their Glory : They 
ſpare neither the Bodies of the Living, nor 
the Monwnents of the Dead. | / They-lay 
waſte in a few. Hours, ſtrong 'and(brauti- 
ful Cities, which were the fruit of the Arts 
and-Labours of former Times. One would 
think they would anticipate Doomlday. it 
Jelf, if their Force. were equal to their 
Pride and, Malice : Though that fort of 
men, of all-others in the World; have the 
leaſt reaſon to haſten the Day of Judge- 
-ment; When their Acts ſhall be rehear- 
ſed before the Children: that are:yet unborn, 
they will riſe up with juſt indignation, 
and call-their Memories accurſed. 


... If Cas we haiepropoled in the third 


place); 


3, Ve 
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2. Weenquire-into the -Cauſesof chis 
Uncharitablenefs, we ſhall without much 
difficulty, 'find them amongſt che ill Prmm- 
ciples and diſorderly Lufts and Paſfions and 
-Humonrs of unrealonable men. As for 
example; 

The Atheiſtical, if they follow the con- 
ſequences of their 'Opinion ., terminate 
their Deſigns, as they imagine they do 
their humane Beings, in this \Life. | 

Thoſe who live by Senfe, whoſe Ob. 
jeftsare preſent, haveno regard for ſuch as 
they ſhall 'never live to-ſee; for 'fuch as 
are not capable of returning them imimne- 
diate thanks, of making *chem Preſents, 
of pleaſing them with flatteries, 'of 'ren- 
dring them ſuch ſervices as aremolt grate» 
ful to fleſhand bload. 

The flothful will-not be atithe paitis to 


build or to-uphold, to manure or 'cutri. 


vate, to catechiſe a'Child, or inſtru a 
Servant, or difcreet]y'to reprove an irre- 
gular Neighbour : They will lettheirown 
Vinezards be over-run, in their owntimes, 
with Briars and Thorns, | 


The 


ee ee Re  . CESS 
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The Careleſs and Voluptuous are con- 
tented to think (if thinking be at any 
time the exerciſe of ſuch - Aﬀectors. of 
Eale)- that Peace and Plenty will laſt for 
their Days ; and that is all the Erernicy 
they care for ; though by ſuch. neglect, 
Ruin ofren comes down upon their Heads 
before their'term of Life is expired.; 'So 
it commonly happens tothe Prodigal who 
inſpe& not their Afﬀairs, and- believe their 
Fortune to be ſufficient for their Time ; 
and in ' that Imagination, ſay: to their 
Souls, Take your | Eaſe ; , and dream on 
cill ; they | are {lurpriz'd by + Poverty: 
And,if their looſe and ſwift way of living 
permits them to number many Years ; 
there remain to them the feweſt-Supplies 
in that Age which has the molt and 
greateſt needs, the Age..of Labour and 


Sorrow. 


ir "Furthermore, a bir 3") 1:0 
+. The 1l-natur d. hate: che-reft of the 
World, and are not pleaſed that the-ſtate 


of it ſhould be bettered by ;chem.: Out of 
Q C the 
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he 


the abundance of ſuch an ill Heart came 
that worſt of Sayings pronounced by 
one of the Brutal Heathens, When I 
leave the World, let Earth and Fire mingle , 
or, let the Frame of Nature be imme- 
diately diflolv'd. He would have for- 
born thoſe wicked Words, if he had but 
juft choughe of that more dreadful Fire 
which Divine Juſtice has prepared for the 
Uncharitable. 


Moreover, the Proud and the Deftgnine, 
who are themſelves ignorant, wall. 'on 
purpole deny a liberal Education :to 
chole Children who are wnder their Con- 


dutt, leſt they grow too wile and {enfible 
tor them. 


From the ſame Paſſion it 'is, that 
Wicked Men endeavour to hinder both 
preſent and future Good, by deprel- 
ſing generous and worthy Perſons, gi- 
ving them occaſion'to complain, with that 
great Warner Beliſarus ; © I was not a 
* Crime that hurt us, but Exvy. 
Like- 
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Likewiſe, the (ovetow either ſtifle the 
Wills of the Charitable, or forbear to 
fulfill chem; converting that re their 
own uſe, which was piouſly interided for 
others, 


Alſo, the . Malicious ftudy on purpole 
to leave That which muft go to others, in a 
ruinous Condition. It may be, without 
a Houſe for ſhelker, or 4 Tree fot fhade, 
or a Field not worrt out with perpetnal 
bearing, of 4 Paper for Dire&ion, attd 
for the derermination of Strife'; minch 
ſticoze withour a Prayer for the Pro- 
ſperkry ity of «Hhiofe who ſhall cone afcer 

en 


Again, of ſome Men of revenyetul 
Diſpoſitions, it has been ſaid, That on 
them very Death-Beds, [ a foleran Time 
in which nothing fhould _—_ the 
Eove: of God and: Man ; whett their 
abundant Chariry: fliould, chrongh Chriff, 
prepare their Way to the Mercy 6f* God, 
before whom they are ſuddenly to ap- 

C 2 pear ] 


—— 
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pear | that, being engaged in . vexati- 


ous Suits and Quarrels with others, they 
have given it in charge to the Heirs of 
their Families, to keep up the Grudg, 
and to continue the Controverſy from 
Generation to Generation. 


Finally, Where this-Evil Temper a- 
bounds, it entails Trouble and Confu- 
ſion : For it requires little skill to unfix 
and embroil, but a great deal to eſta- 
bliſh. May That ( as we hope, and as we 
pray ) be, for the future, the Wiſdom of 
this Age, to the end that it may flouriſh 
in True Religion, in Unity, in Plenty, 
Peace and Health, and by that means 
become a Bleſſing to thele Lands for 
ever. 


Theſe Evil Principles, Luſts, Paſſions, 
and Humours which I have mentioned, 
are the (auſes of the Decay of that ge- 
nerous Charity ſo beneficial to the Ages 
to Come. 


But, 
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_ Bur, Fourthly,. oy 

Let us not follow the inordinate AﬀeCti- 
ons and unreaſonable Cuſtoms of the Men 
of this World,bur be prevailed with to imi- 
tate David ; or rather, the God of Dayid, 
who hath a Bleſſing for every Age: and 
who, when he reſted from the Work of (re- 
ation, did not forbear the Works of Proyi- 
dence, _ £9 
© To. this purpoſe,, _ Rt. 

Fir , That we may- be capable of 
pratiſing this ſort of Charity, the fore- 


mentioned Paſſions are to be ſubdu'd by 


pious Conſideration, by Prayer-for the &- 
Foecial Grace of God, by firm-and ſtead- 
faſt Reſolution, by Conyerſation wich 
Chriſtians whoſe Hearts are enlarged, by 
xeading the holy Scriptures, and in them, 
the Hiſtory of: God's Power and Good- 
vr ak Pe, = 

\ Secondly, being thus made capable of 
doing preſent and future Good ; that we 
may do. it as we ought, the Good-Jill, 
the right Scope,the Decence, the 7uſtice of Ic, 
are well to be weighed; : 


And,. 
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And, Firſt., Good-Will ought to be the 
Spring which moves Men that benefic 
thoſe who fucceed them , for it is no Ver- 
ue to ledve that behind ws, which Deach 
will not permit us'to carry away. Dives 
lait up Goods for many- years , and he left 
them to Others, without being to them 
a Benefactor ; for, be laid them up for him- 
ſelf, upon a vain and preſumptuous ſup- 
poſition of long Life ; -in which he was 
miſerably difappointed, by the ſurprizin 
Juſtice of that Righteous God, who faig 
to Him , Thou Fool! this Night thy Soul 
ſhalt be taken from thee. Sg 

Again, This Gaod-WAIl is to be directed 
to a rieht and profitable _ - that Cha- 
rity may not be blinded by Superſlition, 
which hath founded many Societies; and 
left great Revenues, and enriched many 
Shrines, to the hurt of Poſterty, by pro- 
moting the Honour of falſe Deities and 
Saints; and by encouraging a Worſhip 
from Ape to Age, in which the, True 
God can take no pleaſure. = 


There 
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There is alſo to be obſerved, in this 
Practice, a Decency, which forbids a Man 
to be ſeverely Penurieue all bis days, for 
the doing 4. greater. Good «t the loft. ' Irs 
true, Felon ; be ans 1a 
ting oft unnecellary Pomps and Expen- 
ces. in. order to {op good an End ;..And 
he may be bold with himſelf. - Buy 


though chete may Þe;a:laudeble Frogality, 


there muſt not be a ſordidneſs 1n his S&l&- 
denial. 

 ddd'to this,, That Juſtice, as well as. De- 
cency. becomes all Men; who: piouſly. de- 
Aga to..be BenetaQors to: Polterity.. 
They are' not co do Evil that Good may 
come of it, or, to be unjuſt, Opgreſiow, 
Extortioners in one Age, that they may 
be; boumiful 0 another, 'Y &6,; ſuch is 
the manner of the Covetous, wbo love 
not Mankiad, tor theis very Off ſpring 
2s Mea, ;.þut JA the (ualicy of ther le- 
cond-[elves: They rinthe hazatd even 
.of Damnarion, {ps.the greaining of thole, 
who generally, {pend with - vicious pro- 
fuſeneſs all that Wealth which, with _- 

| guilt 


_— 
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guile of Conſcience they had gathered 
together, 

Thirdly, Having found- out - ſuch Rules 
as theſe for the governing of our Pratice, 
we may render our [elves more fit for the 


diſcharge of ſo Excellent a Duty. 


-. Firſt, By'removing' certain Dilcourage- 
MEATS, ---offtcf £127 | wb 

Setondly, By attending to ſome further 
Motves. 


The Diſcouragements are of Two Kinds. 

1. Suſpicions of Ability to do ſuch good. 

2. Hindrances" of Willingneſs in'' Thofe 
who are able to do it; and in ſome of 
them who are not ill inclined. 


1. Men of inferiour condition (uſpe& their 
Ability ; imagining,that he who would be- 
come a Benefactor , muſt be arm'd with 
great Power and Authority, indued with 
high degrees of Wiſdom, and furniſhed 


,with-{uch heaps of growin Wealth,asmay 


{upply Charity, without ſenſible Diminu- 
tion, 


Whereas, 
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whereas there are divers waies by which 
Perſons, in meaner Circumſtances, may, 
in their Age, be uſeful both to that and 
the next. A poor Man, as we read in 
Ecclefiaſtes, did by his prudent Coun- 
ſel deliver a City, And thar Place had, 
probably, the Benefit of his good Ad- 
vice a long Time after ; though whilſt 
his Wiſdom made him conliderable, 
his Poverty expoſed him to the. Scorn 
' and Negle&t of the Proud and : Un- 
rateful. There are true Benefactors 
in the World beſides ſuch who have 
Ability ro make Publick Wates,, to re- 


pair Breaches of the Sea, to calm that | 


which is as tumultuous, the Rage of 
the People; to build Houſes for God's 
Worſhip, to found Colledges and Ho- 
ſpitals, ro ſubdue public Enemies, and 
ro enat wholſgm Laws, which are 
the Nerves of Society, and by the 
ſtrength of which we a while ( by 
God's Bleſſing ) ſubſiſted, though - Po- 
piſh Superſtition did fo furiouſly aſſault 
us. Many may communicate to their 

D Neigh- 


t5 
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Neighbours a whollom Medicie, though 
tney cannot ere a Houſe for the 
Sick, and Wounded, and Impotent. 
Every Maſter of a Family in [rael, 
was obliged to thew his Children the 
Realon of the Paſchal Feaſt, and to 
reach them the Law of God. Thoſe, 
therefore, were not Performances out 
of their Power, for then they . could 
not have been their Duty. And to 
Chriſtians their great Maſter faith, What 
excellence things do ye? What do ye 
more than others * Much Good they may 
do by rehearſing the Holy Hiſtory of 


| God's Law and his wonderful Works 
before others, that they may leara it, 


and tranſmit it to the next Genera- 


tion. . Much Good. they may do by 


reaching of neceſlary Doctrines ro Youth, 


and by forming the Manners ' of thoſe 
who are likely ro outlive them. "They 
may inſti] into them betimes: fuch 
Chriftian: Prmnaples as may grow up 


- with. them, and bring forth Frut m 


their Ave. He' who hath a finall pro- 
> portion. 


p "— __ 
L — 


{ al. bo. 


— 


—— 


Ding Good to Vofterity. 23 


— 


I 


portion of Silver or Gold, may yet be 
ſometimes capable of leaving behind 
him a more valuable Legacy : B 
giving the World a Book of Pizty, ſuc 
as that of the Whole Duty of Man, by 
which the judicious and modeft Au- 
thor hath done a greater Good to thoſe 
who lived in and after his Time, ' than 
if he had poured forth other Riches 
upon them in overflowing meaſure. 
Moſt are capable of doing'a durable 
Charity by good Example, which may 
operate when they are dead and. gone. 
To how many Generations has 'the In- 
itance of the Patience 'of afflicted Job 
adminiſtred Courage and Supporr , 
vhillt chey have called it ro Remem- 
btance in the Time of their Trouble? 
And there is great need of Virtuons. Ex» 
ample for the ballancing of that which 
is Bad; the Contagion of which ſticks 
like Leprofie in Families , Churches 


and Kingdoms. YJeroboam the Sari''of 1 King, 14 


Nebat made Iſrael ro fin |" ro commit 16: 


that great Sin of Idolatry, by worfhip- 
| D 2 ping 
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Exod. 29, 


F, 6. 
C. 34. 7: 
Dear. 7. 9. 


ping the true God by an Image ] both 
in his Time, and after he was gone 
ro anſwer both for his own and for 
other Men's Sins. But what Anſwer 
could he make for either > Fither 
was a Burthen roo heavy for him to 
bear. 

Then, for the Charity of Prayer, who 
is there that cannot call on God for 
a Bleſſing on Perſons and Families, on 
Churches and States, after they ſhall 
have left this unquiet Stage, and that 
Scheme of the World Which paſſeth ,aWay, 

In ſum, all Wicked Men, as wicked, 
are hurtful, and all Good Men, as good, 
are beneficial bo:h at preſent and for 
the furure. Bleſſing and Curſing pur- 
ſue. Families very often, - according to 
the Righteouſneſs or Impiety of the firſt 
Heads of them. 


Secondly, There are Drſcourazements 
which hinder Men, who are able to 
do Good to other Generations , from 
being Willing. That is to, ſay, The 


Inſtance 
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Inſtance of Backwardneſs in Public Man- 
nagers to reward thoſe who have undone 
themſelves by ſome uſeful. Invention , 
which generally. ruines the firſt Pro- 
jefors, whilſt Poſterity reaps the fruic 
of their Wit, Labour, and Expence. 
Allo the Inſtances of Failures and Frauds 
in Truſt, of ſmothered or abuſed Lega- 
cies, of the converting - of that- to the 
uſe of the Rich, which is bequeathed to 
the Poor; together with the Conſide- 
ration of the uncertainty 'of Times, in 
which, +. by Wars and tumultuous -Vio- 
lences, the Effects of Publick' Charity do 


often perilh. 


There is much Truth in this 0bje&4- 
on, bur yet not fo much -as makes it 
unanſwerable. MHſeful Inventions are, often 
oreater Charities than could have bcen 
done by the Pains and Wealth which 
they coſt. Frauds ' and © Abxſes do. not 
alwaies happen: They do not alwaies 
come; and Wo to them, ' not who. are 
injurd by them, but by whom they come. 

F: And 
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And the Obſervation of ſuch acciden- 
ral Miſcarriages ſhould , indeed, m- 
erexſe the Cautton, but not - prevent. the 
Charity of wealthy Mcn.. Ic is, : alſo; 
proficable for us to. remember, Thar 
whatſoever Hazards Good Works rim, the 
Soul that - has done them -in Chriſtian 
Manner, ſhall be fafe in 'the Hands of 
their * Mediator. Chriſtians know . in 
whom they have believed, and how 
able he is ro keep that which is com- 
mitted tro his -Truſt to thit Day. 
For the Uncertainty of Times and. Seas 
ſons , that's -an ObjeRtion. againlt \do- 
ing Good in all Ages; for. Heaven 
only is a Kingdom which cannot be ſha- 
hey. iid ori 2 51950 
Wherefore , - laying aide” theſe Im- 
pedtments, caſt in our- Way by too 
great a Degree of Jealouſte;/ let us, 


—_— 


Secondly, Provoke our ſclvesto Pjery 
and to Good Works, 'by laying before our 
Thoughts ſuch further Moti ves as theſe, 


The 
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The Fwſt may be taken from the trae 
pleaſure which is found in all good As, and 
particularly of: thoſe of that kind of which 
we have been/{peaking. Pleaſure narus 
rally ſprings-up in the Mind, when' we 
think of any thing we much valne, as 


continumg and proſpermg. A. great de» 
gree of happinels conſiſts.in hope, and'in 


hope cheriſhed by proceeding. The Mind 
is dampd when it is ſtinted,, and when it 
lees an end of any thing in which it 
rook content. And tif pleaſure is derived 
vo us from: che:growrh and progreſs even 
of our 'humbleſt Plants, much more ſhall 
we 'be- plealed by the extent of our good- 
nefs to: Chriftian Men, and in the dura- 
rion of it.. - Ic i a bleſſed and comfortable 
'Thoughr,* thar !God'.will vouchſafe rs 
ule ſuch frail earthen Yeſlels, as Inſtru- 
ments of good ;*by Inſtruction, by Ex- 
ample, by: Prayers, by Alms, not only 
for the Span of oult Life, but for many years 
19 cometh as  frrong Conſolation 


ro 
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to Abraham, that in his Off-ſpring all the 
Nations of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed, 


"The Second Motive may be taken from 

Honour, which is: Fame acquired by doing 

of worthy things.” After this Men fo na- 

turally chirſt, chat ſome have affected the 

Luke 22. 25- Name of. 'Ewp), Or Benefaftors who have 
6 owTIp x) £v- . : . 

ein; ».- eurn'd their Power into Oppreſfſion ; for 

e29s, &c, of that number (as Philo ſhews us} was 

Cains Caligula, They underſtood what 


was venerable, but they did not purſue it. 


Even the-(harity which is tranſient, is 
honourable ; and the Woman who with 
her Spikenard anomted our Saviour to his 
burial, is to this day honourably remem- 
bred whereſoever the Hiſtory of the 
Goſpel is read. - And if to tranſient good 
our Praiſe is due, certainly to that which 
is laſimg it ought not to be denied, 
Wherefore the Holy Virgin, conſidering 
the Salvation of the World. by Chriſt, 
whoſe Mother ſhe was become through 

God's 


 — * atk. INS HO — . HQ 
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God's ſpecial favour, believed not her 
Magnificat to be a vain-glorious Fhmn, 
but ſaid with humble ' Joy, God hath 
regarded the lowlinefs of his Haldimaiden'; 
for behold from henceforth all Generations ſhall 
call me bleſſed. $999 


But. the greateſt Motives of all are, 
Conſcience, which'requireth us to do good, 
as our Chriſtian Duty. 


Religious Fear, which ſets before the 
Unprofitable ( the unprofitable ro Men, 
for God we cannot prefit) the Terrors of 
the great Day. And, laft of all, ...-- 


Religious Hope, which moves us to 
be uſeful, in all our Capacities, whilſt 
time laſts, upon the moſt comfortable 
proſpect of an Eternal Recompence. 


O the bleſſed Day, when thoſe who 
abound in the Work of the Lord Jeſus, 
ſhall find their labour not to be in vain in 

E the 


i —— 


Jn CE 


Zo A Sermons conceriting, &. 


m—_— 


the ſame Lord. When the penitent, 
pious, and righteous, ſhall behold the 
genexal Aſſembly of thoſe - great Souls 


who .neither liv'd nor dy'd to: themſelves, 


May God prepare us for this Felicity, 
by Faith, and Repentance, and Good 
Works, through him who was both the de- 
fire and the bleſſing of all Nations,. Teſus Chriſt 
the Righteous, to whom with the Father and 
the Holy Ghoſt be all Honour and Glory, 
World without end, Amen. 
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